
NEWSLETTER 

NOVEMBER 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends 

Welcome to the November Newsletter.  Can you believe the first half 

term is over and we start the journey towards Christmas once again with 

only 48 days to go.  

Thank you to everyone who came along to our transition meetings at 

the start of term and for all your positive feedback.  They were a huge 

success once again.  

Last year reading was our curricular focus and we saw a big change in children’s attitudes to reading for pleasure; 

everywhere children and adults are now talking about books. We were so proud that our outcomes at the end of KS2 

in reading were above national outcomes meaning that children in our school make better progress than in many 

schools across the country. This year, our curricular focus is writing, so we will be building on our reading focus to 

ensure that children use their own ideas and those they ‘magpie’ from books to become budding writers. We have 

already had an author into school – Dan Smith, the author of several books, including Boy X.  He really inspired the 

children and our Year 6 children enjoyed their workshop with him.  Next week we will be welcoming another author 

to open the KS1 library - Andy Riley. At Horton Grange, we are always learning together to be the best we can be. 

Mrs Ash and Miss Tartt demonstrated this by attending a ‘Reading Rocks’ conference one weekend in October.  They 

were both inspired by what they saw and returned to write a blog.  The blog was shared with children in assembly – 

hopefully we can provide you with a link to this soon.  The teachers all got children’s books to read and review over 

the half term holidays before they are added to our library collection so I suggest the children ask them for some 

recommendations!  

Parents sharing learning – Marvellous Maths 

82 parents attended our maths learning events and feedback was really positive. Comments included:  

‘Great to be able to join in with a lesson and help with learning’ 
‘Good fun.  Good to see and know what is expected’ 

‘Really enjoyed today and seeing how the children are learning.  It helps for homework.  Thanks’ 

‘A great insight into an interactive maths session, really enjoyed this morning’ 

 

We hope you found some useful ways that you can help your children with maths at home too.  I know that in some 

year groups teachers shared useful websites that the children can access at home to support their maths learning. 

Try: www.mymaths.co.uk .  We will look forward 

to seeing you at our ‘Get it right’ writing open 

learning event and Come Dine and Read Events 

later this month (see diary dates section of 

newsletter) 

Sporting updates 

 
Year 6 Tag Rugby Tournament 

On 12 October, the Year 6 Tag Rugby Team took 

part in the first sports tournament of the year at 

Blyth Academy.  The team played four matches 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/


altogether and it was fantastic to see how much progress they made from their first match to their last.  They 

applied all of the skills they have been working on in their PE lessons and all of the team showed great 

sportsmanship and teamwork.  A fab afternoon of sport - well done Year 6!  

 
Autumn term clubs  
 

KS1 clubs Y3&4 clubs Y5&6 clubs 

Coding club Coding club Spanish club (Year 5) 

Art club Choir club (Year 3) Board games 

Lego club Spanish (Year 4) Futsal (Year 5) 

Ipad club Futsal Netball 

Choir club + Year 3 Gymnastics (Year 3) Football 

Board games club   

Multi skills (Year 2)   

 

Celebrating learning from Autumn 1 

EYFS 

Our new toddler group ‘Tiny Tots @ Horton Grange’ is now up and running. The children and their parents have 

enjoyed exploring the range of toys we had on offer and lots of messy play too. There are two more sessions this 

year on Thursday 16 November and Thursday 14 December. If you have a child under three pop along any time 

between 1pm and 3pm on those dates to join us. 

The sessions run in our two-year-old room and the 

entrance is by the purple door to Early Years. 

Two-Year-Olds 

The children in our two-year-old room have been 

very active this half-term practising physical movements 

indoors and out including rolling, crawling, running, stretching 

and balancing as well as walking backwards.  

The children have also enjoyed having their parents in every 

Wednesday at 11am to share in their learning which will continue next half-term too. 

 
Nursery have been using their senses to explore the environment; 
learning about themselves, looking in the mirror, talking about what 
they can see, and then drawing a picture of themselves. They have 
been reading the story of The Three Little Pigs, acting out the story and 
building a home for the pigs.   



 

Reception have 

settled really 

well into full 

time school.  

They were very 

independent, 

coming in by 

themselves 

every morning 

and loved staying for lunch! 

They have been very busy doing lots of learning indoors 

and outdoors and making lots of new friends.  They have 

astounded us all with learning their letter sounds in 

phonics and have enjoyed doing the activities with their 

parents in the phonics workshops! 

The children showed an interest in pizzas and loved making their own pizzas, choosing the toppings and writing 

recipes.  They even ordered pizza to be delivered to school to find out how a real pizza shop works.  Now they have 

their very own pizza shop in Elephant class, where they can order, make pizzas and practise using money. 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 have all settled into their new classrooms and have been 

enjoying their ‘Amazing Animals’ topic.  They have discovered 

how their world has lots of different animals that can be grouped 

into reptiles, amphibians, mammals, birds, fish and insects!  The 

children have shown how well prepared they have been for Year 

1, tackling reading and writing activities based on the story of 

‘The Little Red Hen’.  They really are brilliant story tellers and 

have enjoyed using the actions to help re-tell the whole story.  



Their trip to Washington Wetlands was a great day out.  The pink flamingos were a favourite, as well as watching the 
otters feast on fish.  One highlight was getting to hold a real swan’s wing and a snake’s skin!   
 
As always they loved having their parents in to share 
learning in maths.  The children are getting really good 
at ordering and comparing numbers and staff and 
children hope that you picked up some great ideas too. 
 
Many thanks to all parents and carers who have 
contributed to Year 1 homework challenges.  The 
animal masks and habitats have been fantastic! 
 
 
 
 
 

         

 
 Year    Year 2 have had a great start to the year but also a very busy 

one.  Their ‘Circle of Life’ topic has been amazing and they 
have enjoyed delving into the animal kingdom.  It all started 
with a visit from the Enormous Crocodile.  They bravely 
followed the footprints in the yard and found him hiding in 
the garden.  They have also looked at the basic needs of 
humans and animals, made simple food chains and explored 
life cycles.  Their visit to Whitehouse Farm was incredible and 
they learnt so much in such a short time.  They asked some 
great questions 
and became 
animal 
investigators for 
the day.  They 
loved feeding and 
handling the 
animals and even 
had a tractor ride 
with a REAL 

farmer.  It was also lovely to see some keen mathematicians at our 
maths afternoon and hope you got some great ideas.  The staff would 
also like to say thank you to all the parents and carers who have helped 
with the homework challenges, some of the crocodiles look like they 
could actually eat us up!   

 
 
 

 
Year 3 began the year with a fantastic visit to Kirkley Hall Zoo. 

Here the children got to see lots of different animals.  They 

were particularly interested to find out about animal nutrition 

and what it means to be a predator.  

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

In maths they have used concrete objects to explore place value.  Children 

have developed their understanding of place value of 3 and 4 digit 

numbers.  They have been building, representing, comparing and ordering 

numbers.  

In Literacy they have read the text Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl.  

Children have also read a similar text, Mr Greedy and his bag.  They have 

practised reading the text with intonation and expression and they have 

used the story structure to plan, develop and write their own narratives.  

 

Year 4 have had an action packed first half term! ‘Burps, Bottoms and Bile’ has been an absolute favourite of the 

children; they have carried out experiments such as; ‘How does saliva digest food?’ ‘Which drinks are bad for my 

teeth?’ and ‘How does my digestive system work?’ including a rather disgusting demonstration involving tights, food 

and vinegar! 

Year 4 have also been fortunate to have some exciting visitors in 

school.  Santander bank taught them, over 3 sessions, how to 

manage their money and consider budgets for making a brand 

new bedroom – all good skills to have for the future. 

Newcastle Falcons have visited Year 4 for 5 weeks, teaching 

them tag rugby and sign language. It has been very interesting 

learning how sign language and rugby integrate and the 

importance of communication for all.  

 

 

Year 5 met some exciting visitors as part of their ‘Beast 

Creator’ topic this half term; tarantulas, scorpions and 

millipedes invaded the classroom when ‘Bugs n Stuff’ 

visited.  The children were really engaged by this up close 

and personal experience with the minibeasts and they 

were able to enhance their understanding of animal 

habitats, lifestyles and appearances.  Year 5 went on to 

apply this knowledge to different subject areas throughout 

the topic.  In Science, the children created a habitat for 

woodlice and they investigated the differences between 

life cycles of different animals.  The children used their computing skills to create a branch diagram to sort 

minibeasts and to research spiders from around the world.  In Literacy, the children used this research to create a 

leaflet that they went on to share with Year 4.  Year 5 really enjoyed sharing their leaflets and received some 

excellent feedback from Year 4 regarding their leaflet designs and the quality of information provided.  

 



The Year 6 annual residential visit to Hawse End was once 

again a great success. Giving children the opportunity to 

experience and demonstrate Horton Values first hand! 

The staff told me on return that the children were often 

heard to say ‘this really is what our value of resilience 

means and definitely another new experience for me 

today …… or I really have been tolerant in my group 

today!’  The children were prepared for this visit in class 

by writing risk assessments and learning about the 

features of the landscape as well as how it was formed 

during the Ice Age by glaciers.  Studying the human 

circulatory system has also been a focus for Year 6 and 

they thoroughly enjoyed using their PE skills to create 

sequences which showed the function of our heart, lungs, 

veins and arteries.  They have also planned investigations to see how different forms of aerobic exercise affect our 

pulse rate. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a big 

thank you to the staff who attended – Mrs 

Whitehead, Mrs Brownrigg, Mrs Thomas, Mrs 

Kinghorn, Mrs McGuire and to Mr Lunn, a parent and 

school Governor.  Staff and Governors attend 

residential visits on a voluntary basis and in the case 

of this visit gave up time with their families over a 

weekend and returned to work Monday morning 

without any rest!  I know they thoroughly enjoy the 

visits and talk profusely about seeing the children try new things and making progress.  I would like to pass on my 

thanks to them for providing this opportunity 

for your children.  They really do go above and 

beyond! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We were pleased to receive a visit from the RNLI as a competition was 

held last year for all Year 5 pupils in Blyth to design a poster promoting 

their work and how to stay safe near water. We are delighted to be 

able to display a copy of Rihanna Langan’s prize-winning poster! Well 

done Rihanna – a budding graphic designer perhaps! 

 

 

Autumn 2 is a History focus across school. Topics for the Autumn 

Term 2 are:  

Year Topic Class text 

Nursery 999 What’s the emergency? 

Learning about people who keep us safe 

Emergency 

Reception What’s the emergency? 

People who help us 

The Billy Goat’s Gruff 

Year 1 Toys Galore  

Exploring toys in the past and present 

This is the Bear by Sarah Hayes 

Year 2 London’s Burning  

Travelling back in time and learning about the Great 

Fire of London 

The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark by Jill 

Tomlinson 

Year 3 Tribal Tales (The Stone Age) 

What was it like to live in the Stone Age? 

Stig of the Dump by Clive King 

Into the Forest by Anthony Browne 

Year 4 I am a warrior (History focus - Romans) 
 
Romans in Britain - their legacy and lifestyle.  
Visit to Arbeia 

Story of Queen Boudicca 
 
You wouldn’t want to be a Roman Soldier 

Year 5 Smashing Saxons (Anglo Saxons)  

Research life and culture in Anglo-Saxon Britain and 

compare this to the present day.  

 

Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo 

Year 6 Revolution (Victorian) 
How were their lives different to ours? What did they 

invent which still have an influence today and which 

now-familiar Christmas traditions were started by the 

Victorians? They will also look at the work of Charles 

Dickens and Berlie Doherty. 

 

Street Child by Berlie Doherty 

 

Several subjects within the National Curriculum are covered within the topic. Please refer to our website for 

curriculum topic plans. 



Now of course we’re on the run up to Christmas, and we will once again be keeping Christmas tradition with 

nativities in Early Years and KS1, a Christmas Singing Performance in school for Year 3 and 4 and a Traditional Carol 

Service at Church for Years 5 and 6.  The Year 5 and 6 Carol Service will be held in St Cuthbert's Church.  Year 6 will of 

course still have their end of Year production in the summer.  Once again due to updated fire regulations we will 

have to restrict tickets and numbers this year – further information to follow.  

Before then we have the Autumn term parents’ evening on Wednesday 15 November so please try to come along.  

Our new prefects will be on duty to show you around the school and answer any queries. 

Developing responsibility  

As you know, one of our Horton Values is responsibility and we are now in the process of selecting the new Year 6 

prefects as well as Head Boy and Head Girl.  We will also be having a Deputy Head Girl, Deputy Head Boy and two 

Sports Captains.  Look out for their faces on the display in the entrance hall.  All children in Year 6 are encouraged to 

take a job within school as part of their personal development.  The adverts are out at the moment and the closing 

date is Friday.  The posts include play rangers, librarians, receptionists and many more.  

This year for the first time, Horton Grange, along with 

only two other Primary Schools from South-East 

Northumberland, have been selected to take part in 

Northumbria Police Regional Project for Mini Police 

Cadets.  Ten lucky children have now been selected from 

Year 5 to take part in this exciting aspirational scheme 

where they will attend events, take part in patrols and 

visits whilst collaborating with the local community.  We 

look forward to seeing them develop their confidence, 

respect and speaking and listening skills whilst sharing 

their learning through a series of presentations to 

different audiences. 

 

Attendance 

We all know the importance of good attendance and ensuring children are making the most of their time at Horton 

Grange.  Being here every day is very important.  This is because there is a clear link between attendance and 

achievement and we really want the best for our children, both now and in the future.  That’s why we make 

attendance a focus in weekly assemblies and reward children who attend regularly.  These rewards include;  

 Extra playtimes / rewards for classes achieving 100% in a week 

 Termly prizes for 100% attendance 

 A yearly trip for 100% attendance 

 Asda voucher prize draw for attendance above 95% 

 There is also a voucher awarded termly to a child whose attendance has significantly improved 

Children made a great start to the new school year and attendance was excellent with some classes achieving 

100%.  The overall attendance at the end of Autumn 1 was 95% - just short of our school target of 96%.  

Points to remember 

If your child is absent you must phone school or inform the office on the first morning of their absence.  Failing to do 

so will mean their absence is recorded as unauthorised, which can trigger involvement from the Education Welfare 

Officer.  



 Holidays should be avoided in school time.  If they are unavoidable a holiday form must be submitted. 

 Children falling below 90% attendance are classed as persistent absentees and will be monitored by school 

and in some cases by the Education Welfare Officer. 

Key dates when holidays must not be taken: 

 Month of May:  Year 2 end of Key Stage assessments: 

 Week commencing 11th June:  Year 1 phonic check 

 Week commencing 13th May:  Year 6 SATs 

 

SAFEGUARDING 

 

During the week of the 13 November we will be supporting Anti-Bullying Week with lots of events in school.  The 

theme this year is ‘All Different All Equal’.  It will promote difference and 

equality.  Our School Council will play a key role in this.  In school we use 

STOP to represent two slogans: Several Times On Purpose and Start Telling 

Other People. 

Finally, E-Safety is a growing concern for all of us.  During the last half term 

the children have been learning about how to stay safe online at school and at home in an age appropriate way.  The 

children have learnt to tell someone if they see or hear anything that concerns them and to never share passwords 

or personal information.  It helps children to remember things if they tell someone else so please ask your children 

about what they have learnt.   There is further advice on our website in a monthly newsletter and links to useful 

websites.  If you do have any concerns please contact us.  

TRAFFIC ON SITE 

For a while now I have communicated my concerns around breakfast club traffic.  This is the only time traffic is 

allowed on site when children could be around.  All other moving traffic is restricted to when children are in school, 

before they come on site or after they leave.  Over the years, we have made on-going improvements with safety in 

mind.  Over the half term holidays further improvements were made. Including: 

 Increased speed bumps 

 Increased allocated parking areas 

 Clear designated no parking areas 

 

Further improvements to come are: 

 Improved zebra crossing areas 

 New railings to separate cars and pedestrians.  

Whilst we have endeavoured to make the use of these improvements as clear as possible Mr Fletcher has been 

around initially to support correct use.  Please remember the speed limit on the drive is 5mph and follow guidelines 

provided.  Thank you to parents who are co-operating with our new systems.  Can I also ask that parents parking in 

the designated drop off areas reverse into the space.  This is advised as safe practice. 

 SCOOTER AND BIKES 

Can I please remind you to remind your children to park their bikes and scooters in the designated area behind the 

KS1 hall.  

  



UNIFORM 

I know parents try very hard to follow our uniform guidance and we appreciate your on-going support with this.  

However, we have a large number of children not bringing PE kit for PE lessons.  This is part of the curriculum and 

children need to be prepared to take part.  It may be easier to send PE kit on Monday, leave in school until Friday 

and then take home to be washed.  If you are unclear of which day your child needs PE kit please contact school. 

Also for safety reasons, even stud earrings which are allowed as part of uniform code, cannot be worn for PE.  

Therefore it is advisable that children do not get their ears pierced unless there is sufficient time to allow them to be 

removed for PE ie at the start of the 6 week break in the summer.  Can I also give a polite reminder that extreme 

hair-cuts are not allowed and that plain black shoes should be worn.  If you have any queries around uniform please 

contact Mrs Carlisle to discuss.  

COLLECTION OF CHILDREN FROM KS1 YARD 

Following some informal feedback and general observations, we felt that improvements could be made at home 

time in KS1.  I asked Mrs Carlisle to survey some parents on how things could be improved and you came up with 

some good suggestions.  We will soon be having some markers drawn on yard and following this we would like to 

ask that parents stand behind those markers to ensure parents and teachers have a clear view.  We would also ask 

that parents stand in their designated class area.  The children will be brought to the door one by one.  At that point 

the person collecting should come forward so the member of staff can hand your child over. I appreciate this can be 

a slow process but safety is key and must come first.  Can I also ask that if you would like to discuss something with a 

member of staff at the end of the day, you wait until the end as it is a priority that staff dismiss children safely.  

THANK YOU TO PARENTS FOR ONGOING SUPPORT  

Finally, I would like to thank you for all your on-going support.  Your children attend a good school, they are well 

looked after, are provided with an engaging curriculum, given opportunities to visit new places through a structured 

visit and residential programme and we know that outcomes for our children by the time they leave are excellent – 

ensure as our vision statement says – Excellent outcomes for all!  As staff, we are striving to make this school the 

best it can be and we will always believe we can make it even better because we are a learning community.  Can I 

please ask that if you have any concerns or suggestions on how we could improve that you contact Mrs Carlisle to 

discuss and she will share these with me.   

 
 
Best wishes 
Nichola Irving 
Headteacher 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
Please note whilst we endeavour to stick to these dates occasionally amendments have to be made in response to 
other events in school, which are often out of our control.  However, if you are unable to make an event, please 
contact school and we will discuss how the information can be shared in an alternative way. 
 

Monday, 6 November Nursery (am & pm) – Visit from Fire Brigade 
Parent drop in – 3.30 – 4.00 pm 

Tuesday, 7 November Author visit – Andy Riley – school library opening 

Wednesday, 8 November Year 5 - Great North Museum – 9.30 am – 3.00 pm 
Years 5/6 - Netball club (last one for this half term) 

Thursday, 9 November Year 2 - Multi skills club – 12.00 – 12.30 pm 
Year 6 - Netball Tournament at BLC - 1.00 pm – 3.00 pm 

Friday, 10 November Year 1 – Vue Cramlington Cinema – 10.00 am – 12 noon 
Year 5 – Vue Cramlington Cinema – 10.00 am – 12 noon 
Year 6 – Silverlink Cinema – 10.00 am – 12.30 pm 

Monday, 13 November Year 4 – Vue Cramlington – 10.00 am – 11.40 am 



Tuesday, 14 November Years 2/3 – Vue Cramlington – 10.00 am – 12 noon 

Wednesday, 15 November School Photographer – all day and after school session – 3.30 – 4.30 
pm 
Parent Consultation evening 

Thursday, 16 November  KS1 – ‘Get it right’ writing Parent Open Learning session – 9.05 am 
Year 2 - Multi skills club – 12.00 – 12.30 pm 
Year 6 - Sports Hall Athletics at BLC – pm 
Toddler Group – 1.00 pm – 3.00 pm 
Reception – workshops – 2.45 pm 
KS2 - ‘Get it right’ writing Parent Open Learning session – 2.30 pm 

Friday, 17 November Children in Need – non-uniform day 

Monday, 20 November Road Safety Week 

Thursday, 23 November  Year 2 – Multi skills club 12.00 – 12.30 pm 
Reception – workshops – 2.45 pm 

Friday, 24 November  Wear something bright day 

Monday, 27 November Year 1 – Come dine and read 

Tuesday, 28 November Year 2 – Come dine and read 

Wednesday, 29 November Year 3 – Come dine and read 

Thursday, 30 November Year 4 – Come dine and read 
Year 6 – Able Maths Day (6 students) – Shanklea Primary 
Year 3 – Gymnastics event 
Year 2 – Multi skills club – 12.00 – 12.30 pm 
Reception – workshops – 2.45 pm 

Friday, 1 December Year 5 – Come dine and read 

Monday, 4 December Year 6 – Come dine and read 
Parent drop in – 3.30 pm – 4.00 pm 

Wednesday, 6 December EYFS Stay and play – Nursery am and pm at the start of each session, 
Reception – 2.00 pm 

Thursday, 7 December Nursery – Tiddlywinks – all day 
Year 2 – Multi skills club 12.00 – 12.30 pm 
Reception – workshops – 2.45 pm 

Friday, 8 December Reception – Year 4 – Nasal flu immunisations 

Wednesday,  13 December 9.30 am – EYFS Christmas production – lower school hall 
2.15 pm – EYFS Christmas production – lower school hall 

Thursday, 14 December KS1 – Christmas production - 9.30am & 2.00pm 
Year 2 – Multi skills club – 12.00 – 12.30 pm 
Toddler Group – 1.00 – 3.00 pm 

Friday, 15 December KS1 – Christmas production – 9.30am & 2.00pm 

Monday, 18 December Years 3/4 - Christmas Celebration – 2.30pm 

Tuesday, 19 December Years 3 /4 – Christmas Celebration x 2 – 2.00pm & 5.00pm 

Wednesday,  20 December Christmas Lunch 
EYFS – Christmas party 
Years 5/6 – Carol Service x 2 – 2.00pm & 5.00pm 

Thursday, 21 December KS2 – Christmas parties 

Friday, 22 December Christmas jumper day 
Pantomime - Aladdin 
School Breaks for Christmas at 2.00pm 

Monday, 8 January 2018 School reopens 

 

 


