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Music development plan summary: 
Horton Grange Primary School 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024/25 

Date this summary was published September 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed July 2025 

Name of the school music lead Sarah Cornwall, Karen Adams, 
Debby Carr 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

As above 

Name of local music hub  Music Partnership North 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Rocksteady music school 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 
three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 
pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

● From September 2024, Horton Grange’s music curriculum will be informed by 

the model music curriculum (March 2021), which is non-statutory guidance for 

teaching music from Key Stages 1 to 3. EYFS will continue to access the 

original scheme.  

● In EYFS Music is woven throughout their curriculum and is prioritised in adult-
directed sessions as well as throughout the provision.  

● All pupils receive 1 hour of music teaching per week. This is made up of 45 

minute direct class teaching and a 15 minute singing assembly.  

● Horton Grange Primary School uses Charanga, which is a multi-award-winning 

music teaching and learning support platform to support non-specialists in 

delivering high quality music.  

● We partner with our local music hub- Music Partnership North who offer 

specialist instrumental lessons for children in Year 3 (previously year 3 and 4) 

for 1 hour weekly on top of the music curriculum.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-music-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-music-in-schools
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Part B: Extra-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

Paid music tuition: 

● One-to-one and small-group peripatetic tuition for instruments offered termly for 

weekly lessons. Instrument options are keyboard and guitar. 

Rocksteady music school band 

● Children in key stage one and two have the opportunity to join our Rocksteady 

band. Instruments include keyboard, electric and bass guitar, vocal and drums. 

● Currently 4 established bands in school- mixed year group 

● Inclusive programme that’s accessible to all pupils, supports wellbeing and 

contributes to academic progress. 

● Children work towards a ‘Music performance in bands’ certificate- an Ofqual 

regulated qualification from Rocksteady and Trinity College London.  

Extra curricular clubs: 

● Choir club has been offered for 1 term this year. This is to be extended next 

year. 

● Key stage 2 recorder club has been offered for half a term. 

Music room 

● Peripatetic and Rocksteady lessons take place in our dedicated music room 

which has a variety of instruments for the children to use. The children can use 

this room for individual lessons or in groups.  

● OPAL playtimes give children another opportunity to perform/practise using the 

stages on both playgrounds and a range of music is provided also.  

Funding:  

● We partner with our local music hub- Music Partnership North who offer 

specialist instrumental lessons for children in Year 3 for 1 and ½ hours weekly 

on top of the music curriculum. This is at a cost of £2550 per year. 

● Each summer we work with The Glasshouse, Gateshead to attend the Big Sing. 

The Big Sing programme brings the joy of singing to our year 1 children, 

culminating in an inspirational concert at The Glasshouse. This is at a cost of 

£710 (£252.20 subsidised from school budget). 

● Rocksteady provides weekly band tuition funded by parents. This costs the 

parent/carer £42.79 per half term. Through the company one disadvantaged 

child has a fully funded place on a Rocksteady band and using pupil premium 
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funding, there are opportunities for subsidised funding for disadvantaged 

children to make it accessible for all.  

● One-to-one and small-group peripatetic tuition for instruments are offered termly 

for weekly lessons. This costs the parent/carers £45 per term. School currently 

subsidise 15 children due to FSM and PP.  

● Each Christmas key stage one and two children have the opportunity to watch a 

pantomime. This is funded by the school at a total cost of £1170.  

● Each year, year 5 children have the opportunity to watch a musical when on 

their residential to London. This is paid for by parents/carers within the total cost 

of the trip but this total is subsidised by school.  

 

 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

Singing:  

● Use of singing to support learning for example, phonics, times tables songs and 

across the curriculum.  

● Whole school singing is twice weekly, each Monday and Friday in assembly. 

● Key stage singing once weekly, each Thursday in assembly.  

● Access to music and stage everyday through OPAL playtimes. 

Musical performances, concerts and shows: 

● Year group Christmas performances each December. 

● School choir visit local care home to perform Christmas songs.  

● Whole school pantomime each December. 

● Year 5 children attend a London show (The Lion King) on their residential in the 

Spring term. 

● End of year celebrations each July. Each class perform their favourite songs of 

the year.  

● Performance from the attendees of the peripatetic tutoring in key stage two 

assembly.  

● Rocksteady performance (whole school and parent) x 3 yearly.  

● Big Sing – Year 1 children attend The Glass house for a concert each July.  
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In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

One hour of high-quality music per week 

● Timings to remain the same for lessons however include 15 minutes of singing 
in assembly to hit the one hour. Embed from September 24 

● Embed MMC from September 24 
 

Provide access to lessons across a range of instruments and voice 

● Increase access to instruments in EYFS. Range of tuned and un-tuned 

instruments used.  

● Glockenspiels are showing good progression across school but consider 

changing instruments (KS1/KS2 or Y1,2,3 change 4,5,6) 

● Liaise with Music hub before changing instruments. (September 24) 

Develop a school choir and/or vocal ensemble 

● School choir established throughout the year with a member of the music 

team/vocal specialist. 

Develop a school ensemble/band/group 

● Rocksteady to be continued in to 2024/25 
 

Provide space for rehearsals and individual practice 

● To be continued- music team to check instruments are being stored correctly 

and un-tuned instruments are available 

Develop a termly school performance 

● Develop Spring performance to include Rocksteady performance and peripatetic 

performance in assembly 

● Drumming performance to increase to two over the year 

Provide opportunities to enjoy live performance at least once a year. 

● Rocksteady to come back in yearly to perform  
● Invite local choirs to perform in school 
● Continue yearly pantomime performance  
● Music team to explore other musical professionals coming into school to 

perform. 
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Further information (optional) 

Music Partnership North 

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Music-Service.aspx 

Rocksteady 

https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/ 

Charanga 

https://charanga.com/site/ 

 

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how 

they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for 

support beyond the school.  

 

 

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Music-Service.aspx
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
https://charanga.com/site/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people

