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Dear Parentsand Friend PRIMARY

SCHOOL

Welcome back to the stadf the last term of the yeack YR A Ay Qi A
longer days and some sunshine at I&3A y IS NA ONRaaSR &K oSt adu
is well gone!l hope you all had a grediaster lbeak. The second half of the spring term proved#oshort but very
busy g A 0K YIye KAIKEAIKGA YR a2YS JI22Ro0e8Saxo

We said goodbye to Mrs Mudih the office just before the holidayas she embarked upon retirementve are
currently recruiting a replacementWe also said goodbye to Mrs Kinghorn, who has done fantastic work developin
our Thrive provisionni The Place. She moves on totpass new to do similar work in other schooMeanwhile, ve
welcome Mrs Kerr as her replment. Mrs Kerr has worked in Blyth for a long time in a different role in another Blyth
Primary SchoolShe is very experienced and is looking forward to joining our team and working alongside Mr Hogg
The Place We also said goodbye to Mrs Carr, he embarked on her maternity leave and Mr Fields returned to take
over her classMrs Thomas also started her maternity leave at Easter and we have been lucky enough to appoint N
Wallace, an experiencdeteacher, who will take over the Year 6 class fog temainder of the year and we welcome
her to the Horton Grange teaching team.

Mrs Kerr Mrs Wallace

MAKING A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION

| have received a letter recently from a pupil asking if we could fundraise for the verywebetity CLIC Sargena
OKAf RNByQa OF yOSNI OKI NX {gosunifoyn dayiRFEiday 28 Ray.RAR dorafoasiwill BeS &
given to this charity.Thank you for your support with this in advance.

MINI POLICE

SgtLunn from Northumbria Police was delighted that Horton Gran
had been selected as one of ten schools from over 100 schools ti -
applied across the region for the Mifiolice Cadets schem@his is w
the first year that the police have committed fully tieet scheme.So ’

far this £hool year, Horton Grange Mina@ets have been on a
number of visits, deployments and have had specialised lessons. %% .
This summer will see thend of their time with the Mini Cadets as : \
they move into ¥ar 6. Miss Tartt will be spaking to Yar 4 about : ¢t :
the opportunity for some of them to become Mini Cadets in Year St -_‘7‘*“”\’% :
soon



PARENT LEARNING SESSIONS

Unfortunately the parent open learnirggssion scheduled for Thursdaarch could not take placgue to school
closures linked tohe extreme weather The next parents into school session willTaeesday 22 MayThere will be a
STEM focus (Sciend@echnologyEngineering and MathsSTEM is a big focus for Blyth with the current work going
on at the Prt and the Offshore developemntsthat we can see dthe coast in the form of Windurbines If you

K I @S yit€diihe Bk récently it is worthavisit ¢ Blyth really iseading the way

AMAZING CURRICULUM ENRICHMENT AND HOOKS FOR LEARNING

At Horton Grange weontinuedi 2 Sy NRA OK GKS OKAft RNByQa f SI NYAy3AThig A G K
year, the annual Year 5 visit to London was replaced by a visit to Edinburgh providing a different city experience.
Further informationon that willfollow later inthe newsletter.

SPORTS UPDATE

Year 5 Football Tournament
Due to the bad weather earlier in the half term, tieisentwasunfortunately cancelled.The organisers are hoping to
arrange another date for the tournameirt the summer term so

watch this spae. . — . A

Year 6 Hockey Tournament g
In March, the Year 6 Hockey Team had a great afternoon at tk_
first tournament held afTheBlyth Academy.They
demonstrated the hockey skills which they have been working e :
hard on during PE lessons and worked extremely agedl team. EF S S &

Dance Festival

On the final day of the spring term, the Year 6 Dance Team
performed in the Dance Festival heldTdteBlyth Academy.The

girls spent several weeks in the lead up to the event, choreographing
and practising aroutinetothé 2 y 3% . SG G SNJ , DK Sy
Meghan Trainor.The team put on a fantastic performance and
danced with big smiles on their faces.

WORLD BOOK DAY 2018

World Book Dag018 had to be reschedulatle to the

weatherbut it wasonceagain a great success. The children
all made a tremendous effort with costumes and the lucky E
winners took home a new booRNell done all!




OFSTED

We were inspected in February and were delighted to remain a good school that is continually impohwgagon

for all our children.Thanks to all the team, the children, families and the community who work hard to make a
differenceevery day One of the things we have been asked to impr@eethat Horton Grange can become an

G h dzd & 4 I y R,AsyatBnddnée g dded your help with thiso please do all you can tagport good

attendance on a daily basismd avoid taking holidays in term tim&ummer 1 is an important term for Year 2 and Year
6 with key Statutory Assessmetaiking place.Please gpport your child to have good attendance so that they have
the best chance they can to fulfill their potential.

Science Week at Horton Grange

There was a real sense ofaitement around school during®nce week. Our focus was on scientific enquiry and
investigation Children in Year 1 looked at a selectiofrait and vegetables to discover and compare seeds.

Year Dobserved closely to answer thelzS & (i Ave2alf buldbles round?They carried out a series of investigations
using different shaped bubble blower¥ear 3 were pattern seeking.hey looked at how the position of a light source
affected shadows.Year 4 observed over timéach child had their own caterpillar to lofuk evidence of change and
of the seven life processe¥.ear 5 and Year 6 were busy with S¥EVssion and the Edinburgh visitheir ience

week will take placéater in the school year.

Girls In STEM Event

Weg SNBE RSEftAIKGESR (2 6i®inBSTEMeN Sdain thiRyedTOIOSe/tinidzdE ifsire the next
generation of girls to think about a future in STEBY educating girlsabout STEM careevge can help them make
informed decisions abdistudying STEM subjects in school and university and hope to change perceptions of what a
future career in STEM might look like.

On the daythe girls listened to a range afdpirational speakers from across the STEM seeharsharel their

passions anduccesses in their respective ased he grls participated ina range of different interactive workshops

from wind turbine design and builtg to solving problems linked to environmental issues. They partlcularly enjoyed
the Innovation Lounge where tlgegot up close and personal Wit 0 KS g2 NX RQ&a f I 1Sad G SOK




SHARING OUR LEARNING

TWO YEAR OLD PROVISION

The children in our Two Year Old provision have been learning throug
nursery rhymes¢ KS& NBI f f & SWisat2R{StRe SKEILR ;
and pretending to be @ctors.

They als@xplored the different sounds thegould make outdoors with
sticks and spoons developing their listening skills.

Next term they will be focussing on developing their social skills throug
playingand interacting with others and forming some early friendships.

NURSERY

An amazing time was had by all in the Nuyslelarning about The Farm. The children wiaiscinated watching chicks
hatchingand growing; blding them and stroking them was anothdghlight.

their babies and talk about where the animal lives on the farm. They »
especially enjoyefl S Ny Ay 3 ySg 62NRA dngdQirdaR
a (i el€Tdskillkhave been developed lyrawing farm aimals on the Alpha
Touch Boar@ndthey haveused paint to make representations of their
\ ' Vol F favourite animals.

' ' : Thank you to parents, wha
also visited a farm as a
family; it was lovely toee
the photographs and the
children have made books
to share with their friends

in Nursery. A
A\! e e

=022 L]

RECEPTION

Watching ducklings hatch, planting trees and going on thrsir tfiip
are just a few of the incredible things that Reception have been dag
this half term! By visiting Tweddle Farm, the children were able to
learn about farm animals through first hand experiences; watching
holding and feeding them!



The children absolutely loved having the opportunity to observe the ef
hatching and trying to guess what was inside. The enthusiasm of the
children to paint, model and write about the ducklings has been
remarkable and they have created some amazing gi@evork to be
proud of.

YEAR1

Year 1 have thonaghly enjoyed their class text Jack and the Beanstdlich
has fitted in perfectly with theispringii 2 LJA O G w2 2 { & 2. Théy 2
have discovered that seeds come in many different sizes, shapes and col
and have predicted what these seeds might grow into. They have followed
instructions to plant beans and considered what a plant needs in order to |
grow. Polar Bars and Pengnsg have bee observing theiplants closely to
see whose bean grows the tallestdany thanks to all who hee contributed
to the homework; m particular thefruit and vegetable sculptures!

YEAR 2

Year 2 have had a super hdfm and hae continued to learn about the
G! YI T Ay Bpid. THeRab terdn started with a mysterious parcel thd ’
had been delivered to Year & was full of weird and wonderful pictures, EZ& ,' :
artefacts, music, paintings, maps and books. The childaghntd use their | :
research skills to work out where in the world the trunk came frokfter
their investigation they discovered that it had travelled all the way from
South Africa. They then had the tricky task of comparing an area of Sot s
Africa with Blyh. They noticed that some things were similar but others
were very differentThe children haveesigned and made some fantastic
African animal bookmarks using animal print paper. Some of them were_

truly terrifying and others were utterly adorabldt has been rewardig the ! o

see how incredibly hardear Zhave worked this half term in preparation for their Key Stage 1 SATs inTWay. have
been very busy working on a range of skills including reading for meaning and using written strategies to solve
problems in maths.

YEAR 3

Therehave seen sme unusual things happening in Year 3 this half tdrom the appearance of a mysterious iron
figure in Liteacy to working in the dark ircince. Our young journalists wrote newspaper reports about the coming
of The Iron Man. They interviewed witnesses, recorded quotes and produced their own piece for The Horton Daily.

In Science, they began their investigation into light and shadows by
steppirg into a blaclout tent, to experienceeal darkness.On the rare -
sunny day that there was, the children observed how their own shadovs.
changed as the position of the sun moved. Later, they used tin foil to bg
their own lIron Man andhen used torches teee how they could S P
manipulate the rorMl Yy Q&4 &Kl R2¢ a4 (KS@& Y2 D S




In Maths children developed their understanding of fractions. They enjoyed the hands
on, practical experience and can now confidently find part of a whole and frectib
a set. They can also add and subtract simple fractions

YEAR 4

The children in Year 4 have had a great term exploring a world of
beards,battle-axesand mysterious raiders from the sea as they
learned about thevikings and Angi§axons.In literacy they studied %
the tale of Arthur and the Golden Rope and both classes wrote so
very exciting adventure stories featuring Norse gods and magical s
artefacts Towards the end of term a visit from the PIE team gave |
the children the chance to work ome STEM activities featuring
gliders and coding

YEAR 5

The children infear 5 have been busy using their art and_ * B
design skillso prepare for their Brazilianatnival
celebration. The children used their design technology
skills to develop an appeatirand purposeful class
costume. They then went on to design their own masks
and tshirts and, after evaluating their prototypes, createc
costumes using a range of equipment and materials. The

the children were excited to show off at the carnivéach |
class also learned a drumming routine inspired by samb:
music. Some children created a dance using a range of
movement patterns including samba and capoeira.

In the last week of the half terithey had the exciting opportunity to visit Edinburgfihe children enjoyed lots of new
experiences with an open mind and all the staff were highly impressed with the way they represented Horton Grang

-~ =




YEAR 6

The children infear 6 have thoroudy enjoyed learning about the Second World War and the homework has been
exceptionak; well done everyoneThey enjoyed tasting cakes made from original WWII recipes and learnt about
d2YS 2F 2dz2NJ OKAf RNBy Q& T YA & Raséachidigéha lifelof/ARne SrankiBehdd $hy O
children reflect on their own lives and previous studies they have made during Equalities Weeklachine Gunners
proved to be a highly popular text, especially with the boys, andttidrenhave listend to some of the story online
which mirrored the way children could have heard stories during wartime by listening to the tagtaur children

would like to hearle story again, simply Googlébbc radio the machine gunnérsr find it online at
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05cjsk6

Ahighlightofthe £ ¥ GSNIY 61 & | a{ 1 & LISur pufils poget JiiestioBsNE Joha Baicaw, the/
Speaker of the House of Commonde wasOK I f £ SYaSR 2y | NI y3aS 2F adzwaSOoia

TOPIGFOR SUMMER TERM

Thetopic overviews for this half term will be sent home separately and will be available on the school wEtsge.
topic overviews will explain key skills and learning through each subject area for the topic. Below is a brief summar
of the topic title for Summer 1.

Year Class text Topic¢ Summer 1
Nursery Jaspef) Beanstallby | How does youigarden gow?
Nick Butterworth The facus for next half term will be growing K N2 dz3 K G KS G S

Beanstalk the children will ktalking aboutgrowing and caring for plants
both indoors and outdoors.

Reception | Jack and the Beanstal How does your garden grow?
The focus next half termiwbe on growing. Through the story of Jack an
the Beanstallthe children will explore planting, growing anetord what
they see.They will bemeasuringhe heightsof plants. After reading their
class textthey will retell orally and write simple sentences.

Year 1 The Lighthouse Oh | do like to be beside the seaside
YSSLISNDa Year 1 will learn about the life of Grace Darkamgl the important work she
Lunch by David did. They wilcompare seaside destinatig in the past and presendesign
Armitage and make a fruit icéolly to enjoy at the seaside and look at the structure ¢

boats in Science when they investigate floating and sinking.



http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05cjsk6

