
NEWSLETTER 

JANUARY 2021 

Dear Parents and Friends 

Normally at Horton Grange our half termly newsletter is collated in the last week of 

term and is distributed the first week back.  Obviously we could not have predicted what was to occur on returning 

to school at the point of writing this newsletter. Since our return, as you can imagine, more urgent matters have 

dominated.  As we begin to operate once again with a new normal and new routines are established, I turn to the 

draft Newsletter on my desk. I did consider its relevance with all that has happened but reflected that you would still 

like to know a little about last half term. So on that note I say Happy New Year to you all and welcome to the 

January Newsletter!  I hope you all had a happy, safe Christmas and are looking forward to a positive 2021 – where 

we can hopefully see a way out of this pandemic.  It seems such a long time ago now but we hope you enjoyed our 

Christmas animoto placed on the school Facebook page and website at the end of term.  It couldn’t replace our usual 

performances but we hope it sent some festive cheer.    

Though some children will be covering the curriculum at school and others at home this term the intended content 

and coverage is the same, though the way of delivering will be different.  Therefore we have still included the 

intended learning in this newsletter.  

SHARING OUR LEARNING FROM ACROSS SCHOOL 

 
Two Year Olds 
 

Two Year Olds had a busy second half to the term. 

There were lots of opportunities to explore and get messy with a range of sensory and 

creative activities.  They’ve enjoyed cooking and baking on a weekly basis, making 

choices of how they wanted to top their pizzas, and showing good control of utensils 

for spreading. 

Of course, there were lots of Christmas crafts and activities, and never-ending 

amounts of glitter! 

2 Year Old staff and children used the rain to their advantage, wearing waterproofs 
and wellies to splash in the puddles.  It was a good opportunity to promote 

independence amongst the children, 
encouraging them to put on and take off their 
own coats and shoes. 

Under the current guidance 2 Year Old 
provision remains open.  This term 2 Year Olds 
will be introducing a reward scheme to the 
existing Lending Library, where a book will be 
given to keep to those who use Tapestry to 

share their experiences of reading at home. 

 
 

 

 



Nursery 

As the seasons began to change, the Nursery children started to observe the 

natural environment as we moved into Autumn.  They were brilliant at spotting 

how the leaves changed colour and identified some of the Autumnal natural 

objects they found!  The children focused very hard on vocabulary and learned 

lots of new and interesting words relating to their topic.  

Before we knew it, the children were ready for Christmas!  The Nursery had a 

magical visitor who kept checking in to collect any dummies left on the tree. The 

Nursery children were delighted to find the letters Santa was leaving to thank 

them for giving up their dummies and all their teachers were so proud of them!  

While it is always exciting to get festive, the children also began to learn the 

reason we celebrate Christmas.  They learned that the story began a long time 

ago and all because a special baby was born! 

Under current guidance Nursery is open to all 

children.  This half term Nursery will be keeping a 

close eye on the natural environment as the 

children begin to explore their next topic of 

Wonderful Winter.  They will continue to observe 

the changes and begin to investigate how to use 

these changes creatively, such as ice painting!  For 

children who are learning from home, this work will 

be set via Tapestry. 

The children in Nursery will also be welcoming some new friends into their groups in January where they will 

continue to focus on how to be kind to others.  They are always very caring and considerate so we are confident they 

will embrace the new starters with open arms!  

Reception 

The Christmas topic was certainly a hit last half term, everyone got in the festive spirit with lots of enthusiasm.  The 

children acted out their Christmas experiences in the home corner, created salt dough decorations and also 

developed their cutting skills by creating their elf cards.  They loved hearing the nativity story and memorising a 

Christmas poem. 

The children learned The Three Billy Goats Gruff by heart.  They recited the story, developed their own actions, acted 

it out with puppets and discussed the characters and events in detail.  

They were able to make their own story maps, showing key events and 

characters. 

The children’s early literacy skills were a priority last half term with a 

continued focus on “learning to read and reading to learn”.  Memory 

games, idea generation games and listening for understanding activities 

were all important steps in equipping the children to be confident 

language users.  They gained accuracy and pace when recognising the 

sounds in phonics.  They read and wrote words and could apply their 

phonics learning to write Christmas lists for Santa.  They are even starting 

to read and write sentences! 

Recognising and understanding the value of numbers to, and beyond, 10 was the priority in Maths sessions.  The 

children counted objects, fingers, counters, pictures...pretty much anything that they could get their hands on!  



Whether the children are attending school or remote learning “Spring has sprung” is the topic this half term, where 

the children will be building on their knowledge of Autumn and Winter, and beginning to learn about the signs of 

Spring that will soon emerge!  They will observe lots of changes.  

In Phonics they will be continuing to extend their learning to confidently read and 

write words and sentences containing special friends.  The children will be writing 

about themselves, what they can see in a game of I Spy and also what they 

discover in forest school activities.  Those learning at home will soon start to see 

our teacher recorded Fred phonic sessions! 

Knowledge of the number system will be extended in Maths lessons and remote 

learning as the children start to look at composition of numbers and number 

bonds.  Their knowledge of measurements will grow as they investigate mass and 

capacity. 

The Reception class text is What the Ladybird Heard by Julia Donaldson.  Whether at home or in school the children 

will discuss the events of the story, act it out and create their own story maps and mountains.  They will also write 

some simple sentences about the story. 

Year 1 

Last half term the children in Year 1 became inventors and designed their 

own boats, which they then tested to make sure that they didn’t sink.  The 

children had to draw upon their scientific knowledge of materials in order 

to choose what would be the best material to create a waterproof boat that 

floated. 

The children were then sent a challenge from the three little pigs to find a 

material that would be suitable for their roof.  They talked about the 

properties of materials and predicted which would be the best.  They then 

tested different materials and chose which one they would use.  The children loved this experiment and got very 

wet!  

Maths lessons last half term involved the children using their place value skills to 

solve lots of problems.  The children had to find out the meaning of the + and – 

sign and use these symbols in their work.  The children became experts at 

rearranging number sentences and finding out that even if the = sign is at the 

beginning of the number sentence the total is the same.  Ask your child to tell 

you about fact families!  

In Literacy the children have read The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch and Gracie the 

Lighthouse Cat.  They acted out and answered questions about the stories then 

wrote their own versions of each book.  

In History, the children stepped back in time to 1838 and learned all about Grace Darling.  They looked on a map and 

found out that the tragedy happened very close to Blyth.  They were very impressed with the bravery that Grace and 

her father showed when they rowed out in their little boat to rescue people from the rocks.  Some of the children 

even created a model to represent the event!  The children had a lovely time looking at their baby photographs and 

talking about their own past and how they have changed since they were born.  

This term whether learning at school or home it’s all about toys.  The children will be doing some more time 

travelling when they step back in time to look at the toys that they played with when they were younger and even 

when their grandparents were young.  They will also be reading lots of stories about toys in the past and present and 



comparing how they have changed.  At home you could share photographs and stories with your child about your 

favourite toys and games when you were growing up and talk about how toys have changed between then and now.  

In Science lessons the children will be looking at different animal groups.  They will build upon their knowledge of 

mammals, birds and fish from Autumn 1 and learn about reptiles and amphibians.  They will be sorting and 

classifying them into different groups, exploring their features and 

finding out what they eat.  

In Maths this term, the children will continue to develop their skills by 

looking at various 2D and 3D shapes. They will use their shape knowledge 

to become architects when they build their very own shape towers!      

Whether in school or learning at home this half term our texts will focus 

on adventure stories. We will start with Toys in Space by Mini Grey 

where some brave toys have to go on an adventure to a far off planet. 

Will they all get home safely?  

Year 2  

Well what a half term it was for Year 2!  The focus was on 

basic skills and catch up continued which included work to 

improve letter formation, sitting letters on the line, using 

appropriate finger spaces and improving our presentation and 

handwriting.  We saw this have a positive impact during our 

poetry topic.  There were some fantastic autumn acrostic and 

senses poems written. 

In Maths children continued to work on number bonds and 

facts to 10, 20 and 100 and they have continued to develop 

their knowledge of the 2, 5 and 10 times tables.  It was great 

to see so many more children accessing TTRockstars online.  

Look out for more TTRockstar tournaments in Spring term set 

remotely.  

Unfortunately, Year 2 was affected by a bubble closure last half term but the staff could not be more proud of how 

the children and families stepped up to this challenge.  We were amazed by the number of children that accessed 

online learning every day and the quality of work produced was excellent.  This ensured the children’s learning 

continued with minimal interruption.  The Year 2 team would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 

involved.  Whilst, the bubble closure was not ideal, it did help prepare children and parents for the home learning 

model we are now operating.  

In History, the children developed their understanding of 

chronology through their study of The Great Fire of London.  They 

looked at a range of sources and created a timeline of events.  The 

children were particularly interested to find out about Samuel Pepys 

through the diaries that he wrote.  They explored the similarities 

and differences between life in 1666 and present day.   Please ask 

the children to talk to you about the differences.  We have some 

very knowledgeable historians in Year 2.  As you can see, some of 

the artwork that the children produced during this topic was 

amazing. 



This term in English, the children will continue to read The Owl 

Who Was Afraid of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson.  They will also plan 

and write a space adventure story inspired by the text The Man 

on the Moon by Simon Bartram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term in Maths there will continue to be a strong focus on place value and basic skills.  They will continue to 

develop addition and subtraction skills, applying this to reasoning and problem solving.  They will then move onto 

multiplication, division and fractions.  

Whether in school or at home learning, Year 2 will begin their Planes, Trains and Automobiles topic.  They will look at 

the history of the wheel and the development of transport.  Children will learn about George Stephenson, a famous 

local engineer.  In Science this half term children will investigate and explore animal 

habitats and food chains.  

All children have been given new personalised spellings and they will continue to work 

on these each week.  Please continue to support children at home with home/school 

reading, weekly spellings and the relentless teaching of the 2, 5 and 10 times tables.  

Please encourage the children to access TTRockstars each week.   

https://ttrockstars.com/ 

This half term Year 2, whether in school or virtually we will be reading George’s 

Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl.  

Year 3 

Wow, what a busy half term for Year 3! Last half term the children covered lots of new learning across all of their 

subjects.  In Literacy they looked at mystery writing using The 

Iron Man as a stimulus text, then myths on How The World 

Was Made, and finally shape poems about Winter and 

Christmas.  The children learnt specific features for each text 

type and noticed that some appeared in more than one text 

type, such as similes and repetition.  They continued to focus 

on writing basics such as good handwriting, careful joining, 

and importantly capital letters and full stops.  The children 

accessed lots of reading and texts through reciprocal reading, 

reading in other subjects, and of course on their Reading Plus 

and Lexia accounts.  Staff printed so many certificates for 

these last half term and were very proud. 

In Maths the children consolidated place value knowledge and used this for their addition and subtraction work, 

where they began with quite pictorial methods and eventually used efficient column methods, remembering to 

exchange across columns when needed.  They also began to learn their 3s whilst continuing to revise the 2s, 5s and 

10s. 

https://ttrockstars.com/


The children continued to access a broad curriculum, their topic was a geography based one of Settlements and Land 

Use.  They used Blyth as a focus point in each lesson, both analysing and comparing it to other areas.  This topic 

involved lots of new vocabulary and facts to remember, such as only the Queen can decide when a town can be 

deemed a city.  Some of the learning within the Geography topic related to the Science focus this half term of rocks, 

soils and fossils.  The children were able to explain the three ways in which rocks 

were formed to create igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary rocks.  They also did 

a long observation on what makes up soils from different areas, then through both 

stories and song learnt how fossils are made over millions of years. 

Mr Reed continued their weekly ukulele lessons, and as an end of half term piece the 

children performed Santa Claus Is Coming To Town which they sang too.  The weekly 

music genres this half term sparked some debate on favourites and creating some 

excellent speaking and listening opportunities.  In DT the children designed a 

bookmark and then sewed their design using the taught stitches of running stitch, 

cross stitch, and overstitch.  The perseverance and resilience from this was amazing 

to see!  The children were able to use their new sewing knowledge on the Christmas 

craft day, where one of their activities was to sew a small stuffed owl using both 

overstitch and running stitch. 

This half term the topic is Geography based and excitingly will be focusing on volcanoes.  The children will be using 

map skills to identify volcanoes around the world and investigating how they are formed. 

In Literacy Year 3 will be using their class text Escape from Pompeii to explore historical fiction, pulling apart typical 

features and using these to write their own diary entry as if they were there on the day of the infamous volcanic 

eruption.  They will continue to develop their writing, whether at school or home, by improving their spelling, 

grammar and punctuation knowledge.  

In Maths, the children will be learning formal methods for multiplication and 

division alongside continuing work on times tables (recapping the 2, 5, 10 

alongside the 3, 4 and 8 times tables. Lots of Times Tables Rockstar practice and 

chanting will help embed these. 

For Science this half term the children will be learning about light, including what a 

light source is, how light travels and how to stay safe in the sun. 

At home, please continue to read as much as possible; both books are on Reading 

Plus or Lexia.  This has been a real strength of Year 3 so far this year and we would 

love to keep this up! This will also be set as part of home learning.  

This half term we will be reading Escape to Pompeii by Christina Balit as it ties into our topic work on volcanoes, and 

our literacy work on historical fiction. 

Year 4 
 
Last half term, Year 4 enjoyed making ice lollies as part of their DT and science 
project.  After learning about states of matter and the processes of melting and 
freezing, the children planned an ice lolly design based on their knowledge.  Firstly, 
the children researched healthy ice lolly flavours using search engines and recorded 
their findings.  After this came the tricky decision of deciding which delicious juice 
and fruit combinations to use for their lollies.  During the making process, the 
children were required to carefully use the equipment to make their lollies and then 
wait with anticipation (for a full week!) while their ice lollies were frozen.  The tasting 
and evaluation session was of mixed success, with some of the flavour combinations 
proving very interesting! 



In literacy, Year 4 focused on the Greek myth, Theseus and the 

Minotaur.  After reading the suspenseful story about bravery and 

perseverance, the children wrote their own retell including previously 

taught features such as expanded noun phrases, fronted adverbials and 

direct speech.  

This genre was further consolidated in History, where the children 

looked at the Ancient Greek period.  Within their History lessons, Year 4 

examined a wide range of historical artefacts to further immerse 

themselves in this fascinating time period and improve their 

understanding of historical sources.  

This half term, Year 4 will be learning about the Romans in 

History.  The children will consolidate their knowledge of 

timelines and learn all about Roman life in Britain.  In 

Science, the children will focus on the topic of sound and 

begin to understand how sound waves travel. In Literacy, 

the children will focus their learning on historical fiction, 

linking to their History topic and they will also be reading a 

range of non-fiction texts linked to this topic area. 

 

The class text will be Romans On The Rampage by Jeremy 

Strong and Across The Roman Wall by Theresa Breslin 

 

Year 5 

 

In Literacy, the children enjoyed reading about the adventure of Arthur and the Golden Rope. They were inspired to 

write their own adventure story featuring a death-defying escape. Later, they went on to write a non-chronological 

report based on their knowledge of their History topic. 

Last half term, Year 5 put their historian hats on as they travelled back in time to the 5th century to find out about life 

in the Anglo Saxon era. They examined primary sources of evidence to make inferences about what life was like and 

learned all about the vicious Vikings and their gory raids on the British Isles. They were amazed at the bravery and 

resilience of Alfred the Great as he cleverly outwitted the Vikings and protected his kingdom from invasion.  Finally, 

the children learned about the fall of the Anglo Saxon era, examined the evidence and judged who should have been 

crowned King.  

In Science, Year 5 started their chemistry unit 

on the properties of materials.  They planned 

and set up their own fair tests to answer 

questions using their scientific 

understanding.  Later in the half term, the 

children learned about controlling variables 

to set up fair experiments and started 

investigating solubility of materials. 

In Art, the children learned about Chagall and 

thought about how to use colour to express 

emotions.  They have developed skills in 

colour mixing and created their own dream-

like compositions in the style of this artist. 



In Spring 1, children will be following Oak Academy lessons to build up to extended pieces of writing that they can do 

at home.  The children will continue to build their reading skills through Reading Plus.  They are very proud of how 

far they have come on Reading Plus so far and hope to keep it up this term.  

In History, the children will be focussing on women who made history in the Victorian era.  They will debate and 

learn about Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale and discuss the impact they had on our lives today.  We will also 

link this to our art learning as the children learn about the designer William Morris. 

In Science, the children will continue to build on their learning in chemistry as they continue to explore the 

properties of materials through lots of exciting enquiries, which can be done at home as well as in school. 

 

Year 6 
 
It was an action-packed half term for Year 6 in Autumn 2 as we continued catching up on learning due to Covid 19 
and a very big well done to those children who showed resilience and dedication to their learning during the two 
weeks of isolation.  In the afternoons, Year 6 children thoroughly enjoyed learning about 20th century warfare and 
its impact on Blyth.  They were fascinated to learn about the history of their home town as well, placing events on a 
timeline and learning about how the very first aircraft carrier (Ark Royal) was built at Blyth port during World War I 
and how there was an important submarine base here during World War II.  At the end of the day, the children 
listened to a radio broadcast of The Machine Gunners by Robert Westall which is set locally and this reinforced their 
learning in history.  In English lessons, they learnt more about war, specifically the Christmas Truce of 1914. They 
went on to write, as journalists, newspaper reports about the Truce and how it affected those men involved. 
 

 

As we are unable to have visitors in school at the moment, the Fire 

and Rescue Service kindly invited us to a virtual talk about staying 

safe. This was enjoyed very much by the children who were able to 

send their questions to the Fire Officers online and receive 

immediate answers.  They learned about fire safety in the home: 

smoke alarms, escape plans and keeping their bedrooms tidy!  

In PE, the children have 

developed their gymnastic 

skills looking at balances and 

movement.  They 

thoroughly enjoyed devising 

sequences and performing them for Mrs Morgan. 

This term, Year 6, whether in school or at home, shall be learning about the 

ancient civilisation and culture of the Aztecs: this will also be the inspiration 

for artwork where the children will be experimenting with different media to 



improve their mastery of printing and design of pattern.  In Science, we will be completing our work on evolution 

and adaptation by learning about the famous fossil-hunter, Mary Anning.  We will also be re-visiting the topics of 

light and sound. 

The Year 6 text this term will be Northern Lights by Phillip Pullman, a fantasy adventure novel which has been made 

into a drama series by the BBC and series 2 is now showing. 

Sports Update 

Year 4 have taken part in a virtual cricket competition where they were required to complete a variety of sport 

specific skills.  This included throwing, catching, bowling, batting and running.  In addition to this, Year 4 have 

participated in an orienteering day where they were required to complete a treasure hunt around the school field 

using a map.  This brought out fantastic teamwork and leadership skills from different pupils. 

All children in Year 6 have taken part in the Quad Kids activity where they challenged themselves to improve their 

running, jumping and throwing skills.  Their results have been shared with the Local Authority in a competition 

between schools. 

Always Club 

The Always Club trolley continued to visit each classroom on a Friday and its arrival was always keenly anticipated by 

the children.  Two children are chosen each week for always showing the Horton Grange values and can choose a 

treat from the trolley.  It’s lovely to see that the teachers have such a wide choice of children each week, reflecting 

the excellent behaviour and attitudes to learning shown by so many so consistently.  Under current restrictions this 

cannot happen but we look forward to it happening again in the future.  

Developing Responsibility  

We are delighted to announce that Head Prefect roles have been awarded to Freya Smith of 6CW and Nathan 

Carnegie of 6LW. Sports Captains are Keanna Ivinson (6LW) and Jayden Barber (6CW). 

Attendance  

Attendance continues to be largely positive last half term, despite the continuing challenging circumstances.  Where 

children and year groups have had to isolate, there was a great uptake with online learning, ensuring that essential 

learning is not missed.  Children greatly benefited from being at school and were catching up on lost time quickly. 

School continued to reward attendance through our epraise system.  Currently the class with the highest attendance 

is 5AMcK.  Well done to all who have been at school at every opportunity they could.  School closure to most 

children at the moment is beyond our control but we hope once it is deemed safe for all children to return, 

attendance will be good and children will make the most of their time in school.  

Updates and Communication 
 
Please remember current updates will be communicated via our texting system or our school Facebook page.  There 
will also be further information regarding curriculum on our school website, including curriculum knowledge 
organisers, which share key knowledge and vocabulary to be learnt and understood during the term and remote 
learning.  
 
Remote Learning 
 
Thank you so much to everyone for your support with home learning.  This way of working is completely new to 
some of you and we are all working together to support the children as best we can.  By now, you should be familiar 
with how we are setting work.  Parents can expect work to be set on Google Classroom for children in Years 1 - 6 and 
Tapestry for children in Early Years.  Details to access all platforms should be found in your child’s home reading 
record (KS1) or homework planner (KS2).  The curriculum delivered through remote learning will be as close to the 
curriculum taught in school as possible and will include the subjects taught in school.   



Please see below for more details about what is set daily for each year group: So far we have distributed over 40 
chromebooks to support children with remote learning and this will be extended having just received 47 more from 
the DFE.  
 

 
Nursery & 2YO Communicate via Tapestry – weekly tasks.  

10 things to do this week 
Focus on prime areas 

Rec  Communicate via Tapestry – 4 tasks daily 
Phonics / RWI  
Literacy  activity 
Maths activity  
1 other activity linked to other areas of learning 

Year 1 and 2 Google classroom  
Phonic Lesson / RWI 
English Lesson 
Maths task  
Numbots / TT rockstars 
Foundation curriculum lesson per day to ensure key knowledge is covered 
Sharing of knowledge organiser for curriculum subjects 
Weekly online reading record 

Year 3 - 6 Google classroom  
Google classroom English 
Google classroom Maths  
2 x wider curriculum daily 
Sharing of knowledge organisers for curriculum subjects 
Reading plus / Lexia up to 40 mins per day 
TTRS at least 30 mins per day 
Spelling shed 5 games per day 
My maths weekly tasks 

 
More information can be found on the school website in “Remote education provision: information for parents”. 
 
We have been particularly impressed with how well children have adapted and engagement and enthusiasm for 
learning has continued to grow despite any difficulties faced.  Please see below some highlights of work produced 
online so far (there were many more!): 
 

EYFS Two Year Olds, Nursery and Reception children have been sharing their photographs and videos from 
home via Tapestry. 

Year 1 
 
Joining 2 
sentences 
using and 
by Amelia B 
 
 
 
Using 
adjectives. 
by Amelia F 
  

 



Year 2 
 

Internet 
safety 
poster by 
Evie 
 

 

Year 3 
 
A diary 
entry based 
on the 
volcano 
eruption at 
Pompeii 
by Lilly-
Beth 
 
Sorting 
reflective 
materials 
by Cydney 

 
 

Year 4 
 
 
Piet 
Mondrian 
inspired art 
by Ronnie 
 

 

Year 5 
 
Developing 
vocabulary 
inspired by 
night time 
linked to 
the BFG 
by Lauren  

 



Year 6 
 
Art inspired 
by Pitmen 
Painters 
by Olli 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Staff Lateral Flow Testing Update 
 
As you may know from the media mass testing of school staff begins Monday 25th January.  Staff will be tested using 
LFT kits at home twice weekly.  The tests are 80% effective.  Should a staff member test negative and have no 
symptoms they will attend school. If they test positive, they must self-isolate for 10 days and all contacts must self- 
isolate for 10 days.  This may result in a bubble closure but you will be informed using our usual texting system. 
Should a staff member test positive they must also then order a PCR test to validate results as they are more reliable.  
The aim is that the increased testing will break chains of transmission particularly when someone may be 
asymptomatic.  I appreciate this may cause further disruption but will hopefully contribute to life getting back to 
normal in near future.  
 
Finally, thank you again for your on-going support through this very difficult time. As we all adapt to a new normal 
once again we also look forward to returning to a real normal when it is safe to do so.  
 
Best wishes    
Mrs Nichola Irving 


